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National Center for Education Statistics, 2020
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Nationally, the majority of current ELs are 
concentrated in the early and elementary grades. As 
ELs gain English proficiency and exit EL status over 
time, the population of former ELs in the 
K–12 system increases.
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Table 6 displays the number of ELs and number of ELs as 
a percentage of total enrollment in U.S. public elementary 
and secondary schools by state in school year 2000-01 and 
2017-18. Of EL students in public elementary and 
secondary schools in the fall of 2017, over half resided in 
either California (n = 1,197,296) or Texas (926,325). States 
with next largest count of EL students included Florida (n = 
280,540), New York (n = 243,737), Illinois (n = 217,790), 
Washington (n = 127,777), Virginia (n = 114,739), Georgia 
(n = 113,605), North Carolina (n = 105,801), and Colorado 
(n = 104,299). Thirteen other states had counts over 50,000 
and another twelve had counts over 25,000 (NCES, 2020). 
From fall 2000 to fall 2017, the number of EL students 
increased in 44 states. However, for some states and the 
District of Columbia, the number dropped. The decline in 
enrollment was most notable in California, Arizona, and 
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New Mexico (NCES, 2020).
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Recommendations vary somewhat by the age group in question. New 
servicemembers are largely in their late teens, so they fall somewhere 
between young adults and adults. Looked at recommendations for both 
groups.
Teachers must be intentional about developing language skills in the 
context of curricular subject matter
Teachers should teach ELs in mainstream classes the thinking and 
cognitive strategies that experienced readers and writers use, use 
modeling
Provide safe opportunities to practice spoken language to increase 
confidence
Peer‐assisted learning opportunities allow English‐dominant peers 
support EL’s linguistic development
Students new to the US and long‐term English learners may require 
intensive ESL in small groups
Allow for flexible instruction that may include an extended school year 
and night and weekend classes
ELs can benefit from a team approach that includes not only ESL 
instructors, but also content‐area teachers and counselors

14



Appropriate adult learning experiences need to take into consideration 
the environment, learner’s experiences, and the relevance of the 
instruction.
Courses must accommodate the circumstances of the participants, many 
of whom have extensive demands on their time.
Motivation to learn can be integrative, meaning based on a desire to 
become part of a community, or instrumental—spurred by the desire to 
accomplish goals
ESL training will be more successful if the knowledge and skills learned in 
class reflect the demands of employment or other life circumstances
Research shows that engaging in language interactions improves language 
acquisition and can increase its pace
Providing feedback about progress is vital to maintaining motivation.
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English Technical Language School, Camp Santiago, Puerto Rico

Features of DLIELC training
Small class size
Assigned level based on entry ECL score
Individualized instruction through computer lab and learning 
center
At the end of each 
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Implications for military recruiting.
If the desire is to increase the number of NNES recruits, could administer 
a short screener prior to taking the ASVAB that includes questions like 
those found in the home language survey. Is English your native language, 
is English the primary language spoken at home. 
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DLI has an Oral Proficiency Interview to assess listening and 
speaking skills, but it is highly labor intensive and would be 
difficult to institute on a large scale.
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There has been some discussion of revamping the ECL test ‐‐English Reading and 
Listening Exam
The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages is currently doing a 
Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities analysis aimed at modernizing and developing a 
proficiency‐focused English for Specific Purposes curriculum and assessment suite. 
Identify the language and cultural tasks specifically needed by the Army target 
population to gain requisite proficiency for active, successful participation and 
completion of U.S. Army Basic Combat Training. 
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